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September 11, 2024

The Honourable Danielle Smith
Premier of Alberta
Office of the Premier
307 Legislature Building
10800 - 97 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6

RE: Advocating for Adding Electrical Distribution Legislation Changes to the Fall Session 

Premier Smith,

On behalf of the Grande Prairie & District Chamber of Commerce, I want to sincerely thank you for taking the time to meet with our Board Executive and Chamber members in early August. Your visit was incredibly important to us, and we deeply appreciate the opportunity to discuss the critical issues affecting our region.
 
I am writing to highlight one of the most pressing matters raised during our meeting: the need for addressing electrical distribution legislation this fall. While we commend your government’s efforts on electricity generation and transmission, the disparity in distribution rates continues to disproportionately impact businesses and residents, particularly in the ATCO service area. This issue is deterring investment in the northwest and increasing costs not faced in other regions.
 
During a roundtable with Minister Neudorf, we were made aware that the fall session is full, and this legislation may be delayed until spring. We strongly urge you to prioritize it this fall, as a delay would extend the negative impacts for at least another year, especially as capital budgets in our region are traditionally set in Q4.
 
 
 
 
 
 



We also support the province-wide postage stamp rate, which would bring much-needed relief to ATCO customers and improve economic conditions in our region.

Once again, thank you for your time and attention to this issue. We urge you to ensure the legislative changes addressing the disparity in electrical distribution rates are tabled this fall.

Sincerely, 
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Cord Spero
Chair of the Board of Directors

CC:	Hon. Nathan Neudorf, Minister of Affordability and Utilities
Hon. Todd Loewen, Minister of Forestry and Parks, MLA Central Peace–Notley
Martin Long, Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Health, MLA West Yellowhead
Nolan Dyck, MLA Grande Prairie
Ron Wiebe, MLA Grande Prairie-Wapiti
Jackie Clayton, Mayor, City of Grande Prairie
Robert Marshall, Reeve, County of Grande Prairie
Tyler Olsen, Reeve, Municipal District of Greenview
Kate Potter, Mayor, Town of Sexsmith
Gary Rycroft, Mayor, Town of Beaverlodge
Kelly Peterson, Mayor, Town of Wembley
Connecting Business.                       Creating Opportunity.
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